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The Berlin Borough kitchen of Kristin Braldwood and Len
DiGiacomo is a work In progress. Renovation includes

floor, backsplash and courntertops,

Berlin Borough couple’s
ongoing home renovation
reflects its owners

By CANDY GRANDE
For the Courier-Post

A splash of color here, some
new accent pieces there and
Kristin Braidwood and Len Di-
Giacomo's Berlin Borough
house is becoming a home.

The twosame began their
renovation project in June,
With help from interior decora-
tor Teresa Tocco they are trans-
forming their country style
nouse into something more tra-
ditional.

“Teresa's guidance has been
very beneficial and she has
een very committed to us,”
ays DiGiacomo, a controller
or Purcclean in Southampton,

“Kristin and [ have full inpaut
n the decision making. As far
& everything we've done, we
ae happy.”

Much has been done in the
st few months, New accent
peces and furniture, such as
exd tables and a television con-
scle, have made the family
rcom of their three-bedroom
town home almost complete.

be considered, but Braidwood
says they're waiting to see how
the renovated kitchen looks be-
fore they select a color for the
curtains,
The couple already had
spent about $6,000 on fiimiture
in the family room, kitchen and
master bedroom when they
were featured in the Courier-
Post in June, Since then,
they've spent an additional
$1,500 on the family room and
about £7.000 on the kitchen.
Toceo, owner of the design
firm Absolute Living Today in
Mount Laurel, recommended
the metal artwork that now
hangs on the family room’s pre-
viously bare wall,
“The unique wall art is very
colorful,” says Tocco. “It pulls
out all of the colors in the room.
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The kitchen, however, has
proven to be maore cormnples.

“"Leny actually hated the kitch-
en when we moved in,” savs
Braidwood, & sotld] worker in
the Berlin Township school dis-
trict. “It had a bloe countertop
and a peach backsplash with
(ruit. [t was very country.”

The couple i5 replacing the

floor, countertops and back-
splash.

“It's pretty torn up right
now,” Braidwood adds, “but |
Kknow it will ook really good™
when it"s Minished.

Toccu did disagree with some
of the couple's decorating deci-
gsions for the kKitchen. They
wanted a granite countertop in
gravish-white and a gray-col-
ared backsplash. Tocco thought
it might be better to add more
colar.

“I told them I'd work with
them for the eranite, bat [ didn’t
like the backsplash because I
was ton gray,” says Tocco, “We
looked at other backsplashes
and chose one that has some
burgundy, tan and gold in it It's
really very beauatiful.”

DiGiacomo adinits he had his
doubts, but he's happy with the

Kitchen's calor scheme. Now the
higpest challenge he fpces is
finding time to do the work.

“I wanted to do the back-
splash and floor Installation,”
the 37-vear-old admits, "But be-
canse of the time frame and
working all week, [ may need 1
hire sameone 1o at least do the
Noor.”

Brajidwood's biggest chal-
lenge Is trying to live in a home
where sb much work is occur-
ring,

“It's hard being patient while

the work is being done,” ex-
piaing Brajdwood, 30, "But ev-
erything has been going well
and it's been amazing. We are
really making the house our
home,"

After the Kitchen is complete,
the Bamily 1s thinking of moving
on 1o the fover and Hving room.

Tocco is looking forward o
helping with the next rooms.
“It's bean fun working with
them,” she says. “They are a
fweet couple and we laugh a

ot

DENISE HENHOEFFER /I
An entertainment cemter is a new addition to the Braidwoo
como home In Berlin Borough.
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